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                                   20 years after Democracy in Nigeria 

It has been two decades since Nigerians replaced military rule for representative rule. The 
development was spurred by the combination of international and local efforts. In driving 
the military back to the barracks in 1999, the anti military rhetoric painted pictures of 
hope in the democratic system. Nigerians had harboured hopes that their preferred 
governance type would deliver opportunities in the short, medium and long term. Twenty 
years down the line, this hope is being replaced by despair, frustration, crime and 
rebellion. 

Since independence in 1960, Nigerians had endured military rule for the better part until 
1999. The end of the Cold War had necessitated a turnaround to democratic system of 
government in most parts of the world. The democracy governance type had convinced 
most Nigerians that it will engender opportunity in order for most Nigerians to fulfil 
their yearnings for a better life.  

Twenty years after, most Nigerians are not confident they made the right decision in 
embracing democracy. In the first place, there is democracy without democratisation of 
persons and institutions. The implication of this is that beyond conducting elections, 
nothing else mattered in the variant of democracy in Nigeria. There is no synergy 
between the executive and legislature in the effort to work cooperatively to finding 
solution to the problems of Nigerians at the local, state and federal level. This lack of 
synergy had characterised the last four years of change and anti corruption 
administration. 

In the second place and as a result of the lack of synergy, there is shrinking economic and 
social opportunity for most Nigerians. The tertiary institutions turn out graduates that 
cannot find employment in the public and/or private sector because the governments 
have not made efforts to create this opportunity. In the third place, there is little or no 
foreign direct investment and little or no local investment to create opportunity for the 
growing Nigerians desperate for work. Nigeria is not an investment destination of the first 
or second choice. This is because of its infrastructural decay in spite of the billions of 
dollar purportedly committed to remedying the gap in infrastructures. 

In the fourth place, there is desperate state capture on the part of the political, military, 
intelligence and law enforcement elite. This state capture is the means to access Nigeria’s 
commonwealth illegally and immorally. Indeed the desperation to capture the state 
resonates in the executive, legislature and judiciary as exemplified by the rancour of the 
last four years. For the political class, it is to replace one high office for another regardless 
of their contribution to improving the welfare of their people. 
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In the fifth place, there is dwindling economic and social opportunity for most Nigerians 
at the federal, state and council levels. Most Nigerians have not been weaned from the 
belief in the power of the federal government. The lack of democratisation of persons and 
institutions failed to inculcate the idea that all politics is local in order for most Nigerians 
to begin to hold their elected officials accountable.  

It is not that Nigerians are oblivious of the task of rebuilding the country after years of 
military rule; it is not that Nigerians are being impetuous in their expectations that 
democracy begins to deliver on the promises that occasioned the struggle to enthrone the 
system; it is because while most Nigerians lack the basics of living, there is visible evidence 
of ostentatious display of wealth by the political class and their allies in the midst of 
grinding poverty for most Nigerians. 

As a result, there is deepening exclusion of Nigerians of all demographic classification in 
the democratic process. 20 years after and as evidence of the poor job of the political 
class, Nigeria is the poverty capital of the world. Nigeria’s rating in most indexes 
particularly the Fragile States Index (FSI) is damning. The spate of crime and criminality 
and the growing rebellion is demonstrative of the dissatisfaction of most Nigerians. 
Indeed, there is evidence that the military, intelligence and law enforcement elite are 
exploiting the situation in order to profit from this.  

Therein lies the legacy of 20 years of democracy as this legacy is set to increase because 
the political class has demonstrated no inclination to solving the myriad of problems 
confronting most Nigerians particularly the youths. With the degree of exclusion felt by 
most Nigerians since 1999, most Nigerians will not defend this democracy if it is 
threatened by anti democratic forces. This leaves Nigeria’s democracy shaky, fragile and 
defenceless.  

The task before the governments for the next four years is to revisit the three point 
agenda in order to begin to create inclusion among most Nigerians. The agendas, if 
conscientiously and cooperatively implemented by all arms and tiers of government, can 
begin to address most of the myriads of problems in Nigeria.  

The central problem is the economy. Revamping the economy and creating opportunity 
for the youths and other Nigerians not only has the potential of tackling the existential 
crisis of unemployment. This will significantly reduce the enabling environment for 
corruption and conflicts in the polity.  

The next fours should demonstrate more cooperation in policies and programmes among 
the arms and tiers of government. This was not evident in the preceding four years. 
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Cooperation will engender solutions to problems and reduce the deepening exclusion 
among most Nigerians. 


