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        A Little New Light on the Dark and Darkening Matter called Security in Nigeria 

Not only did I discourage the view that equates security with the military, intelligence and 
law enforcement or MILE and their work only. I argued that this view was imitative of 
exogenous histories, experiences and realities and to this end it was necessary to look 
inward and in the context of Nigeria’s History, Experience and Reality (HER) construct 
security for Nigeria. This security will take into cognisance every aspect of Nigeria’s life 
that contributes to security with the MILE as the least consideration.  

This is because if and when every aspect of Nigeria works maximally, the need for the 
MILE in securing Nigeria will be minimised to the barest minimum. Security is therefore 
the promotion and protection of the welfare of Nigerians. Nigerians will in turn promote 
and protect the welfare of the state. Security cannot be the promotion and protection of 
the welfare of the state – the constitutional role of the MILE - as most Nigerians were 
socialised into believing. This view of security was the result of faulty socialisation 
occasioned by the several missteps in governance over the course of several decades. 

I also discussed the routes to achieving security and recommended three routes including 
security, governance and law and order routes. I had made this recommendation in the 
order I presented them prioritising the first two routes – security and governance – as the 
preferred routes that not only work on its own and in the producing the third route – law 
and order – I had contended that it was the non recognition let alone the utilisation of 
these first two routes that created the enabling environment for the third route and made 
the third route the preferred option for the state and government.1

In the main time, it is important to continuously shine light on the dark and darkening 
matter called security as gleaned from the practice of the government particularly this 
government that committed itself to wrestling insecurity with its three point agenda of 

  

Thus I had contended that in defining security within HER it is possible to achieve 
security, the first route. In pursuing governance the second route to security 
conscientiously, it is also possible to achieve security. Unless and until these routes are 
defined and tried in all the levels of government simultaneously in all tiers of the country, 
the third routes will continuously be the focus of the faulty security practice occasioned 
only by the role of the executive arms conceptualised as the MILE in their attempt to 
fulfil their constitutional role of restoring law and order in the country. 

In the final analysis, this security if and when constructed will be similar to the security 
that Anthony Burke envisaged thus: “security should not be seen as one good among 
many. Security should be the good that guarantees all others”.  

                                                           
1 I will examine the role of the state and government in security shortly 
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securing Nigeria via addressing the festering crisis in the northeast and other parts, 
fighting a relentless war against corruption and revamping the economy in order to 
address youth unemployment. I had disagreed with the government’s take on these issues 
and I have remained unconvinced in its approach to tackling these issues. The last three 
and half years did not demonstrate any remarkable and convincing departure in the 
method of doing this. 

The northeast has remained on the headline in spite of regime attempt to sweep it under 
the carpet as non issue. Boko Haram is well, alive and causing mayhem. So are the 
herders/farmers/bandits/rustlers/kidnappers varieties in other parts of Nigeria. The 
attempts to downplay development in the northeast in particular are accomplished 
through news censorship and self censorship by the hordes of regime supporters in the 
area. Government officials and spokespersons of the Defence and Army authorities lead 
the suppression of information cause in the theatre of operation. The army recently 
raided the offices of the Media Trust Limited publishers of Daily and Weekly Trust over its 
publication of so-called classified information on military operation. The Defence and 
Army authorities’ everything-is-under-control stance goes against the cry for help from 
the Shehu of Borno, Honourable Sani Mohammed and those from Katsina, Zamfara and 
others.  

Dr. Farouk Kperogi, in his article “Triple Jeopardy of the Unending Zamfara Mass Murder” 
raised the dimension of the individual and group self censorship in northern states solely 
aimed at enhancing the chances of Mr. President in the polls by lessening negative and 
harmful news including the unabated killings by Boko Haram, bandits, kidnappers and 
cattle rustlers. There is everything dishonest about a culture that discourage open criticism 
of its Own even when its Own is wrong morally and religiously. There is everything wrong 
about a culture that withhold and reserve life saving and beneficial information from the 
Other and share with its Own only. This attitude goes against the grain of the humanity 
robe designed by man/woman to distinguish it from animal. This attitude goes against 
security. 

The International Strategic Studies Association (ISSA) report noted that “…the only 
significant engagement which the Nigerian military leadership - up to and including the 
National Security Adviser Major General Mohammed Babagana Monguno – seems to 
prioritise is the fight to stop the leakage of information about massive corruption, 
running into the equivalent of billions of dollars, in the purchase by senior military 
officers of major military capital goods and military consummables, including the troops’ 
own food”. The Report painted a sordid picture of the performance of the military against 
Boko Haram. The Report not only linked the death of Major General Idris Alkali and Air 
Marshal Alex Badeh, two key figures in the entire Boko Haram saga, to the political and 
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financial intrigues associated with the conflict in the northeast but the fortunes of the 
President in the 2019 polls whom it described as ring-fence by his own team, in the fight 
against corruption.  

The fight against corruption has never been worse. Whatever confidence citizens have in 
the President’s commitment to fighting his brand of corruption – looting public fund – 
faltered and continue to falter with his handling of the high profile cases involving 
Babachir Lawal, Ayodele Oke, Abdulrasheed Maina and now Lawal Daura. These 
individuals have not been prosecuted in the much vaunted president’s commitment to 
the rule of law and due process. They are sacred cows. This has set a precedence that 
functionaries of the present regime are excluded from the campaign against corruption 
and those of previous administration who decide to decamp to the ruling party get 
immunity from prosecution.  

Only Mr. President believes he is fighting corruption. Not his inner cabinet, extended 
cabinet, state governors, council chairpersons and ministries, departments and agencies 
believe in the fight against corruption. For most Nigeria, they are either overwhelmed by 
the sheer weight of the regime’s hypocrisy, the intolerance and often violence streak of 
the numerous regime supporters or they are too busy eking a living in the yet-to-be-
fixed economy promised by the regime or both to bother.  

As for the economy that the administration promised to fix, Nigerians are still waiting for 
the promised jobs that would result from fixing the economy. In a country notorious for 
unreliable statistics, the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) reported that unemployment 
has risen to over 38 percent from 23 percent assuming Nigerians believe the NBS figure. 
Millions have lost jobs since 2015 and fewer thousand jobs have been created out of the 
promised three million jobs annually for the first term of this administration.  

The government is dragging its feet on the issue of the new minimum wage of N30, 
000.00 - the minimum wage that represent the essence of security; infrastructures 
projects are anchored on borrowed money from China and Sukuk bonds thus mortgaging 
the future of millions of Nigerians unborn; government relied on borrowing to fund its 
budget with fewer money from oil and yet insignificant breakthrough and thus money 
from its much acclaimed diversification of the economy to non oil sectors; and the 
government’s social investment programme that was quiet for the better part of its first 
term being ramped up with the approaching elections. 

Where is security for this government? What is security for this government? The 
government has recorded successful failure even in what I considered the least option in 
the order of security - the military, intelligence and law enforcement or MILE type - it 
committed itself to providing i.e. physical safety of persons and property. The failure in 
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providing this physical security it promised Nigerians in the northeast and in other places 
is tied to the successful, spectacular and transparent failure of its second agenda, the fight 
against corruption. In the government’s failure to fight corruption rest the fortune of the 
Nigerian economy and the government’s promise to revamp the economy and create 
opportunity for young people. Not even the selective serialisation of the success stories of 
the government’s N-power, social investment programmes and its mission to reduce 
infrastructure deficit can deceive most Nigerians about the character, competence and 
capacity of this government in the execution of its three agenda. 

 


