
        Governance, Security and Development in Nigeria 
 
I averred that governance, security and development are connected. Governance is the 
effective and efficient utilisation of human and material resources for the benefit of most 
people. This was the definition of governance provided by the World Bank. The definition 
remained apt as far as governance is concerned. In 1989, the World Bank had also 
identified governance as responsible for the crisis and conflict in sub Saharan Africa. Thus 
if those saddled with the task of managing human and material resources do this 
effectively and efficiently at all levels, there will be security.  
 
Pursuing this type of governance create security whether the material or physical type. 
Security is primarily material as it seeks first to satisfy the basic needs of human beings. It 
is the absence of this satisfaction that creates the ground for the prevalence of vices that 
threatens the physical wellbeing of persons. According to Robert McNamara, in a 
modernizing society, security means development. Security is not military force though it 
may involve it. Security is not traditional military activity though it may encompass it. 
Security is not military hardware though it may include it. Security is development and 
without development, there can be no security. 

 It was also the view of McNamara that “any society that seeks to achieve security against 
the background of acute food shortages, population explosion, low level of productivity 
and per capita income, low technological development, inadequate and sufficient utilities 
and chronic unemployment, has a false sense of security”. It is the absence of governance 
that creates the enabling environment that McNamara described as “false sense of 
security”. 

When there is governance, there is security. When there is security, there is development. 
By development I mean the type that Dudley Seer described as the reduction or 
elimination of poverty, unemployment and inequality. When governance is doing the 
needful in the management of human and resources, it creates security that minimises or 
eliminates threat to the wellbeing and welfare of human beings. Only then can one argue 
that development has taken place or is taking place.  
 
Beyond what I have outlined in the preceding, there is no governance, there is no security 
and there is no development. When put in the Nigerian situation with its huge human 
and natural resources, governance has not lived up to this expectation at most levels. As 
such there is not the security of the first type that targets most Nigerians. There is not the 
development that reduces or eliminates poverty, unemployment and inequality. There is 
therefore no connection between governance, security and development in Nigeria.  
 


