In Order not to Get Confused in the Class
Let me state clearly that the path to knowledge is in searching for knowledge. The path to
security knowledge through security studies is in searching for this knowledge wherever it
exists – books, journals, television, radio and the social media. The path to knowledge is in
constantly asking and answering questions on security and security studies.
The only way to search for knowledge is to study, to think, to observe and to compare. This
is the approach that will reduce CONFUSION and bring CLARITY. Relying and staying with
TRADITION as source of knowledge does not bring knowledge. This is the case if the
tradition did not emerge from studying, thinking, observing and comparing within the four
walls of schools and in the context of country’s history, experience and reality (HER).
This is also the case if the tradition in question failed, is failing and continues to fail. The
tradition in question is the prevailing narrative called SECURITY. This failure calls for asking
and answering questions on security. Not to study, not to think, not to observe and not to
compare is the surest recipe for CONFUSION.
The implication is that as a recipient of new knowledge on security that is questioning
security understood from tradition, the recipient has nothing in the way of acquired
knowledge to meet the new knowledge midway and thus remain confused.
Most knowledge is usually the product of specific environment. The knowledge so developed
is directed towards addressing the concerns of the environment. To transfer/copy/imitate
knowledge from another environment without regard to the peculiarity of the environment
create plenty challenges.
Avoid confusion by embarking on programme of studying, thinking, observing and
comparing (STOC) on security and security studies in Nigeria. Nigeria is a new framework for
security and security studies in a dynamic environment where tradition require constant
interrogation and where relying on tradition has no place.

