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                                             Issues from the Topic Defence 

I am constrained to address issues from the topic defence I was party to in the 
Postgraduate Hall on 17th August 2018. A couple of candidates presented their topics for 
assessment on its viability for PhD research in security and security studies. I was one of 
the panellists – actually there were six of us including the secretary. The other three 
excused themselves after few minutes.  

I said PhD in security and security studies because for this programme, this is what it is 
about. It is about developing security as philosophy. It is about developing security studies 
as a course in Nigeria. 

I said constrained because the defence revealed quite a lot about motivation specifically 
and about learning – learning from the course work that had just been rounded up. I 
addressed the issue of making choice of topics on several occasions and the test of the 
pudding was revealed on the day of the defence. I noted that as far as security and security 
studies is concerned in Nigeria, it is NEW and to this extent any choice of topic at the 
PhD level set out to do two things.  

The first is to speak to the issue of security from the point of view of philosophy. The 
second is to address the subject from the point of view of laying the foundation of 
security studies in Nigeria. We all must admit that neither these exist in Nigeria at the 
moment. There is no philosophy, legal and policy frameworks for security described as 
Nigerian and there are no scholars and scholarships on security in Nigeria addressing 
security from the point of view of this philosophical, legal and policy frameworks. For 
now, both have to be sourced and created from existing knowledge. The existing 
knowledge is European, American and to a lesser extent Asian.  

This brings me to the second issue I have always talked about. This is the need to invest 
time and resources in order to get these materials to begin the process of learning from 
the material and to be in the position to speak to the philosophy of security especially 
using what I called Nigeria’s History, Experience and Reality (HER) in order to address the 
two issues raised above about proposed PhD theses.  

The third issue is what I described as TOR or ROT. This stands for thinking, observing and 
reading/studying or reading/studying, observing and thinking. These three must go hand 
in hand in the matter of finding topics – researchable topics - for there to be progress in 
the exercise. This is the surest way of getting a topic with a SOUL in relation to the 
problem that exist in Nigeria vis-à-vis security and security studies. It is NOT only 
security that should be interrogated. Security studies also require interrogation.  
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As it concerned the topic defence, none of this was the case. It was the case of coining 
topics first and looking for the problem in the society rather than looking for the 
problem within society and making a topic off the problem. Since there was no extensive 
reading/studying, because there was no investment in books from societies with 
established tradition of security and security studies, there was no studying and thinking 
and hence the topics lacked SOUL. 

I noted that as far as security and security study was concerned that almost all the topics 
suggested were NOVEL with modifications. They were novel to the extent that they have 
not been studied in the context of security and security studies in Nigeria. The novelty 
and originality stemmed from one’s ability to bring security and security studies 
perspectives to bear on the topics. To do this required extensive investment of time and 
resource in the context of TOR or ROT.  

This, unfortunately, was palpably lacking in the presentations of 17th August, 2018. When 
students were asked to discuss the security and security studies content of the topics or to 
relate this with concepts and theories, they quickly run out of idea and became combative 
and aggressive. Those were not quality for learning.  

What is the motivation for embarking on the PhD I should ask? I have spoken and written 
about motivation in my class and on adoyionoja.org especially on the link adonostra. 
Unless one gets his motivation right, progress will be stalled. The overriding ambition for 
most of the students is to get the PhD – the title. There is nothing wrong with that. What 
is wrong with this is not to do the right thing in view of the disability of security and 
security studies in Nigeria.  

Indeed need I remind each of you that you are at the threshold of HISTORY as among the 
very first and very few that would eventually have PhDs in security and security studies 
and that society would be looking up to you!!! This is the weight on your shoulder that 
needs justifying.  

The first of the disability is that there is no programme of security studies in any public 
university in Nigeria. The second disability is that there is no legal, policy and 
philosophical frameworks on which to anchor the Nigeria perspective of security – if there 
is a perspective of security in Nigeria. On these two issues I have spoken and written 
about. They collectively represented the problem that my teaching security should 
address. They represented problems that your engaging in studying security should 
address in your theses. The theses of the topic defence did not give directions to these 
questions!!! 
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Let us not kid ourselves even in the face of the daunting challenge described as the 
Nigerian Factor – a euphemism for corruption - whose tool kits include the believe that 
“anything is possible” regardless of whose ox is gored. The concept of the Nigerian Factor 
requires security and security studies interrogation. Let us not kid ourselves because doing 
a PhD regardless of the Nigerian factor is not a child’s play.  

The expectation for a PhD holder is huge. Some of you were present in the impromptu 
address the Director made me and a colleague of mine Professor Ibrahim Umaru gave to 
new students in the PG Hall. I recalled Professor Umaru spoke on what it entailed to be a 
PhD. A PhD designates an individual with the knowledge, ability and opinion to address, 
in a professional manner, any issue under discourse and an in-depth knowledge on the 
area of his/her PhD. In other word, on the area one is a PhD, one is an AUTHORITY. 
Unfortunately, in the presentation of 17th August 2018 this was not evident in the topic 
defence.  

What this translates to is that there is plenty of work to be done on getting the right 
motivation for embarking on the PhD. The motivation must be the right one so that it 
will translate to developing security and security studies in Nigeria. The percentage of 
Nigerian Factor in your motivation should be significantly lower in relation to the 
motivation that will make useful inroad in developing security and security studies and in 
creating a Nigeria for Nigerians. The motivation should be the type that sees security as 
securing the lives of Nigerians in all facets because security is the ULTIMATE quest 
contained in every sphere of human endeavour. 

We should not embark on a journey that will end up throwing the baby and the bath into 
oblivion.  


