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                        Purging Self of False and Unrealistic Perspective of Security 

Unless students discard the globalised phase of Western Security Philosophy that present 
security as the defence of the state using the Military, Intelligence and Law Enforcement 
(MILE), a phase that represent the be-all and end-all of security for most Nigerians, 
students cannot make progress in this course Fundamentals of Security and in the 
programme of Security and Strategic Studies generally.  

Making progress in security and security studies require three pronged approaches. The 
first is to understand security and security studies using Western Security Philosophy in 
the absence of indigenous knowledge base on security and security studies in Nigeria. The 
second is to know that this programme is about Nigerians and Nigeria and to the extent 
that we have to borrow security and security studies in the absence of one, it is to use this 
knowledge to lay the foundation of security and security studies in Nigeria and not to 
replicate western tradition in Nigeria.  

The third is to use these – the first and second – to CONSTRUCT security for Nigerians 
and Nigeria out of the understanding of Nigeria’s History, Experience and Reality (HER). 
These three pronged approaches represented short, medium and long term objectives. 

The globalised Western Security Philosophy, in its fixation on the state, external affairs 
and the MILE, succeeded in masking the major intent of the state outside its borders, 
using the logistics of the MILE, to get at the heart of security. The major intent and what 
is truly security is the economic resources that these countries – USA, Europe etc – are 
after. This is SECURITY. This has always been and will always be SECURITY for these 
countries. The Military, Intelligence and Law Enforcement (MILE) that is the face of the 
globalised security represent the vehicle to access SECURITY.  

Now, for students of this programme, it is, in the absence of a Nigerian security 
philosophy, to use the Western Security Philosophy as the launching pad to building a 
security philosophy for Nigerians and Nigeria. 

In 1963, Professor Hugh Trevor Roper, a British historian noted this of history in Africa: 
“There is no African history…There is only the history of Europeans in Africa.” This 
statement became the ultimate challenge for Africans who studied history to begin to lay 
the foundation for African history using African methodology. The rest is history today. 

Juxtapose this view of Professor Roper to security and security studies today and what one 
will have is: “there is no security in Nigeria…there is only western security in Nigeria.” 
This is the challenge for students and scholars interested in security to begin to build 
security and security studies for Nigeria.  
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However, students and scholars interested in security cannot build security for Nigeria 
when they are ignorant and uninterested in unearthing the philosophy behind the 
globalised security they have been indoctrinated and socialised into accepting as canon. 
Students and scholars interested in security and security studies can accomplished this 
only when they are ready to study, think, observe and compare. 

Security for the United States of America and Europe is dealing with actual challenges. 
One of these challenges is to have unfettered and unrestricted access to economic 
resources anywhere and everywhere in the world in order to maintain and/or advance 
prosperity back home. This is what the globalised security as the MILE assists these 
societies to accomplish using the gullibility of countries such as Nigeria.  

Security for the United States of America and Europe is defining issues in particular ways 
or securitisation and pulling all resources to dealing with these issues. The orchestrated 
crisis between the U.S and Iran over the unilateral withdrawal of America from the nuclear 
deal represented a perspective on securitisation. The intensifying crisis in the Strait of 
Hormuz and the attacks on oil tankers represented the psychological pressure on Iran by 
the United States.  

Security for the United States of America and Europe is an arena of recognition since the 
globalised phase of security anchored on the MILE and accepted by most countries of the 
world including Nigeria is the imprimatur of the USA and Europe. 

Students and scholars interested in security must purge self of this mindset of security to 
enable progress in comprehending the underlying intent of Western Security Philosophy. 
Using the approach of studying, thinking, observing and comparing (STOC), they will see 
the lacuna in the so-called “security” in practice in Nigeria. And with the understanding 
of Nigeria’s history, experience and reality (HER), they will begin to CONSTRUCT 
security and security studies for most Nigerians and Nigeria.      

For perspectives on security and security studies in Nigeria, visit http://adoyionoja.org 
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