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SECURITY: Three Perspectives from the Four Fundamental Questions Framework (4FQs) 

The four fundamental questions on security were developed by P.D. Williams. They are what 
is security, whose security, what is security issue and how can security be achieved. I find the 
framework provided by the questions useful in my engagement with “security” in Nigeria.  

The framework is useful in the search for philosophy, legislation and policy on security in 
Nigeria. The framework is an important guide for the Nigerian authorities should they begin 
to think about governance of security and security governance. The framework is also 
important for scholars and scholarship on security studies in the country. I have used the 
framework on both counts in the course of my engagement on the question of governance 
of security from the point of view of the authorities and scholarship. 

In this piece, I am engaging the framework to address security from three perspectives. The 
first perspective is the Euro-America one; the second perspective is the Nigeria one 
particularly the narrative of “security” by the authority and; the third is my personal 
perspective owing to my engagement with security.  

I am anchoring my personal perspective of security on the two concepts of history, 
experience and reality (HER) and studying, thinking, observing and comparing (STOC). I 
developed these concepts as methodological tools and I find them useful in my engagement 
with security and security studies. 

Euro-America Security Perspective 

To address the four fundamental questions of security, it is important to underscore the fact 
that for America, Europe and other developed developing countries in this order, security is 
raised and considered primarily in their foreign relations and/or relations between their 
countries and other countries. The security in the foreign relations of the United States of 
America, Britain, Europe and other countries is that which William Appleman Williams 
termed the “lust for land, markets, or security…”1

                                                           
1 See Oliver Stone, Peter Kuznick, The Untold History of the United States, Random House, Penguin, 2019, xiii 

 

Security addresses the likely impediments to these countries’ ability to access resources in the 
ungoverned international environment. For the United States, Britain and Europe, the birth 
place of security and security studies, relations with countries beyond their shores is governed 
by the search for economic resources and opportunities. 
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With this context in mind, security enables the accomplishment of this aim and objectives. 
Their vision of security is to access resources in different parts of the world in order to enrich 
the homeland. Their mission or objective of security comes in different phases and is 
governed by different circumstances. The military, intelligence and law enforcement, the face 
of security, is merely the instrument for securing land, markets or security. Therefore the 
answer to the four fundamental questions is premised on their capacity to do this.  

What is security? Security is the means used in navigating the international space. Security is 
the unfettered ability to traverse the nooks and crannies of the world in search of land, 
resources and opportunities.  

Whose security? It is the security of the state. The state is the agent for security anywhere and 
everywhere in the world. As the recognized agent of the country on the international scene, 
the capacity of the state to move around in search of land, resources and opportunities is 
guaranteed by the military, intelligence and law enforcement (MILE). This is because there is 
no government on the international environment. Might is that which matters on the 
international space. This might is the strength provided by the MILE which strengthens the 
ability of the state to navigate the international space in search of security or land, markets, 
resources and opportunities. 

What is security issue? Security issue is primarily economic. Security begins with economic 
resources, markets, strategic resources and anything and everything that enhances the 
wellbeing and well-fare of Americans and Europeans. Anything and everything that 
undermines the ability of the state to pursue these objectives is security issue and constitute 
insecurity. Thus what constitutes security and insecurity is peculiar to the country concerned. 
For the United States and its allies, terrorism, insurgency, piracy, hostile countries etc. 
constitute security issues.  

President Trump’s America First National Security Strategy encapsulated what are security 
and insecurity issuesfor the administration in its stewardship to the American people. Thus 
the Strategy focused on immigration, Muslims, border walls and renegotiating economic and 
strategic protocols of all types. The plan known as BREXIT constitute security and insecurity 
assessment of Britain in relation to other countries of the world. The bottom line from these 
two examples is the attempt by the United States and Britain to expand and extend their 
search for economic opportunities in order to grow prosperity back home.  

How can security be achieved? Security or the pursuit of wellbeing and well-fare, for the 
United States and Britain, can be achieved through the establishment of alliances, relations 
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and building/rebuilding institutions. Rejigging relations of bilateral, multilateral and 
institutional types achieve security for these countries. President Trump’s repudiation of past 
protocols represented the how to achieving security for America. Promoting and/or 
advancing concerns specific to countries such as Nigeria’s perception of security as 
strengthening the MILE for domestic purpose enhances the attainment of America and 
Britain’s security.  

This is security for countries with security philosophy. This is what the legislation creating the 
National Security Act in America in 1947 seeks to achieve with the construction of 
formidable military, intelligence and law enforcement institutions and the establishment of 
bases all over the world. Governments pursue this security vision using different strategies 
reflecting the missions of each administration over the course of over 70 years since the 
emergence of the American world order. This is what President Trump pursues in his America 
First National Security Strategy where he targeted immigrants, Muslims, trade war with China 
and renegotiating numerous economic/strategic protocols including the North Atlantic Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA). Trans-Pacific Trade Partnership (TPP) amongst others. 

Nigeria “Security” Perspective 

The first issue to address is whether Nigeria has philosophy or nature, meaning and purpose 
of security. The second issue is whether this philosophy enjoys legislative backing from the 
country’s parliament. The third issue is whether security, like in the United States and Britain, 
is considered primarily in the relationship between Nigeria and other countries. The fourth 
issue to address is if Nigeria has active international relations governed by the same security 
principles that informed those of the United States and Britain.  

To this extent, does Nigeria feel the need to use the means - the military, intelligence and 
law enforcement - for the search for land, markets and resources, to enable its navigation of 
the ungoverned international environment? What is the philosophy of Nigeria’s foreign 
relations beyond meeting the norm of having diplomatic presence in different parts of the 
world? What economic benefits these diplomatic missions bring home to Nigeria can be 
measure by the present administration’s decision to close down some of the embassies.  

What is security? Security is the role of the military, intelligence and law enforcement (MILE) 
as the bulwark of the ruling government. They strengthen the capacity of the government to 
tame and exploit the people; they are usedagainst domestic opponentsand; they facilitate the 
intimidation of sections of the population as evidence since 2015. Security is holding the 
“horn” to enable the West and others countries “milk” the cow and by extension support the 
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wellbeing and well-fare of the ruling elite and their local collaborators. The fascination with 
securityof the Western type, for Nigeria’s establishment, is limited only to the instrumental 
role of the military, intelligence and law enforcement. 

Whose security? Security is about state. Security is the protection of the state. The state is 
represented by the government in power at any given time. The priority of security is thus 
the state and not the people even as the people and their safety are represented as the goal of 
“security”. In the West, the state, in search of security outside their shores, represents the 
people. The state in Nigeria does not go in search of any resources outside Nigeria. The state 
pries on the people and their resources and is protected in this effort.  

What is security issue? Security issue is anything and everything that threaten the ability of 
the state to pry on the people and to have its way against legitimate opposition and the 
people. Thus security issues include dissent, dissatisfaction, protest, secession, militancy, 
kidnapping and even the locally undefined terrain of terrorism and insurgency that speaks 
more to the security objectives of the West than Nigeria. Security issues also include the 
expression of the people against the inability of the governments to provide for their needs.  

The West termed terrorism, insurgency and piracy as threat to their security and thus security 
issues that threaten their ability to access and move resources from different parts of the 
world to their countries. They elevated these issues to front burner of their security. The 
Nigerian authorities latched on this to construct their own “security” issues. Today, 
terrorism, insurgency or both and others have been termed “security” issues even as they 
authorities have been hard pressed to convince discerning Nigerians of the existence of these 
issues beyond the utilitarian value it connotes for their battles against most Nigerians. 

How can security be achieved? “Security” is achieved bythe use and deployment of the 
military, intelligence and law enforcement into crisis and conflict area. “Security” is achieved 
through the equipping of the military, intelligence and law enforcement in preemptive 
capacity. “Security” is also achieved through collaborative efforts with the United States of 
America, Britain and Europe. In this instance, the latter initiate security cooperation with the 
former and the former benefits from training and logistics support from these countries.  

The so-called security cooperation assist the United States of America, Britain and Europe 
achieve their security objectives in Nigeria. After all the security cooperation is at their 
instance and not the instance of Nigeria. The so-called benefits accruing to Nigeria in the 
security cooperation increase the attainment of the security objectives of these countries. 
This is because the training do not come free of charge and the logistics even if they 
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aredonated free of charge requires servicing. Nigeria will have topay for the purchase and 
maintenance of the equipmentfrom these countries furthering the core aim of their security.  

In the absence of Nigeria’s security philosophy, Nigeria continue to get crumbs for its so-
called “security” - military, intelligence and law enforcement -the very agencies that create 
the enabling environment for the “lust for land, markets or security” for the United States, 
Britain, Europe and other discerning developed developing countries. 

Personal Perspective of Security 

I used the concepts/tools/theories of History, Experience and Reality (HER) and Studying, 
Thinking, Observing and Comparing (STOC) as basis for arriving at my conception of 
security. These two tools are necessary if one is to comprehend the reason Nigeria and its 
nationalities are aching and the reason the “security” constantly invoked by the state failed, is 
failing and will continue to fail.  

By History, I mean the manner Nigeria was birthed by the British from the patchwork of the 
traders, explorers, adventurers and missionaries to the conscious beginning of the 
construction of the area that became known as Nigeria as British security idea; the Experience 
represent what the nationalities particularly the major ones that took over the reign of state 
from the British made of Nigeria from 1960 to date and; the Reality is the consequences of 
the governance, lack of governance, poor governance and/or inadequate governance of the 
country and the resulting poverty, inequality, marginalisation and crisis and conflict it 
engenders. By governance I am adopting the World Bank’s view as the efficient and effective 
utilization of human and material resources for the benefit of most people. This history, 
experience and reality (HER) is sine qua non for the construction of security for Nigerians 
and Nigeria. 

To get to the root of the History, Experience and Reality (HER) as sine qua non for the 
construction of security for Nigerians and Nigeria, it is important to Study, Think, Observe 
and Compare the history, experience and reality of the security experiences of different parts 
of the world but particularly of the United States and Europe, the place of origin of security.  

There are no books, journals, monographs and other scholarly materials on security from a 
Nigerian philosophy of security.This is because there isno security and security studies in 
Nigeria from the point of view of philosophy, legislation and policy and, scholars and 
scholarships. Nigeria has no governance of security to serve as the basis of scholarship by 
scholars interested in security. 
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Thus it is therefore necessary to invest in security studies materials such as journals, books, 
monographs etc. from Britain and the United States of America where security and security 
studies have been practiced and studied for over seven decades. These materials provided the 
foundation for the emergence of security and security studies in these cultures.They will 
enable studying, thinking, observing and comparing these cultures security with the narrative 
called “security” in Nigeria.  

The knowledge derived from studying, thinking, observing and comparing experiences will 
enable advocacy, education and enlightening on the narrative of “security” in Nigeria in 
order to begin the work of providing philosophy and legislation on security within Nigeria’s 
history, experience and reality (HER) which will in turn provide the platform for the 
emergence of scholars and scholarship on Nigerian security studies. 

On the basis of HER and STOC, I use the framework of the four fundamental questions 
(4FQs) of security to attempt the answer to what security should be in Nigeria. 

What is security? Security is wellbeing and well-fare.Wellbeing and well-fare is living well and 
living above poverty of all types including and especially psychological poverty. Living well 
and faring well is accessing and/or having the means to access basic needs such as food, 
health, shelter, school on short, medium and long term basis. Food, shelter and health are 
fundamental necessities that defined and governed having, maintaining and livinglife from 
the origin of life itself on planet earth whether it is by creation or evolution. The availability 
and access to wellbeing and well-fare on the one hand and the unavailability and 
inaccessibility to wellbeing and well-fare on the other hand constitute the two phases of 
security today. 

Whose security? The object of wellbeing and well-fare is individual and/or people. Wellbeing 
and well-fare or security is for individual and/or people. The individual and people is the 
barometer for measuring wellbeing and well-fare. Wellbeing and well-fare is not about the 
state. Without individual and people, there is no state. The state is the will of individual and 
people. The state cannot and should not be prioritized as the object of wellbeing and well-
fare or security over and above the individual and people whose soul constitute the state. 

What is security issue? Anything and everything that hinders the wellbeing and well-fare of 
the individual and people constitute security issue. Anything and everything that promote, 
enhance and advance the wellbeing and well-fare of the individual and people is security 
issue. In Nigeria, poor governance, mis-governance and inadequate governance is security 
issue; poverty is security issue; lack of opportunity for the different demographic group on 
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short, medium and long term is security issue; unemployment is security issue; inequality is 
security issue; marginalisation is security issue; theft of public fund is security issue; lack of 
public utilities is security issue; lack of access to basic, secondary and tertiary education is 
security issue and; corruption or the abuse of entrusted power for private gain is security 
issue. 

How can security be achieved? The strategy for achieving security or wellbeing and well-fare 
is to enshrine its pursuit as constitutional requirement of every public and private policy in 
Nigeria.Security or wellbeing and well-fare can be achieved by cultivating and doing anything 
and everything that promote, enhance and advance the wellbeing and well-fare of the 
individual and people. All public and private sector policies should take the wellbeing and 
well-fare or security of the recipient of their services and products as the primary objective of 
their endeavours. This is particularly the case with all ministries, departments and agencies of 
governments. 

This is the security that most Nigerians lack. This is the security that most Nigerians need. 
This is the security that the legislatures should construct in line with the renewable mandate 
given to them by most Nigerians as departure from the type reflecting the tradition of the 
military, intelligence and law enforcement (MILE).  

Only the elected2

                                                           
2 After the Bay of Pigs fiasco of 1961, President Kennedy developed a healthy skepticism towards the military and intelligence. “If someone 
comes to tell me this or that about the minimum wage bill, I have no hesitation in overruling them”, he opined, “but you always assume 
that the military and the intelligence people have some secret skills not available to ordinary mortal”. See Oliver Stone, Peter Kuznick, The 
Untold History of the United States, 294. There are two sides of this view playing out in Nigeria. The first side is that Nigeria’s elected 
officials are afraid of the guns in the hands of the MILE. As a result, they defer to these people. The second side is that they collude with the 
MILE in the cottage industry called security or what I regarded as “Security:Nigeria’s Permanent Political Economy?”They have discovered 
the secret to eternal wealth in “security” and an ally in the MILE. Ironically, the key to the safety of elected officials against the MILE is the 
people. If the elected officials feel truly threatened by the guns, all they need to do to guarantee their safety is to deliver security to most of 
the people.  
 

 officials especially the legislatures and not the MILE have the mandate to 
determine and manage security in line with the history, experience and reality (HER) of 
Nigerians. This is the security the legislatures should deliver to most Nigerians.  

With this security in place and being pursued in governments’ policies across ministries, 
departments and agencies, the process to put the MILE out of the business of profiting from 
crisis and conflict and return them to their constitutional task of defence on land, sea, air and 
law enforcement, protection of life, property and public order maintenance would have 
begun. 
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If the United States and other western militaries hunger for heroes and heroisms through 
wars,fought beyond their shores in search of security,and seek funds for the building of new 
guns, battleships, aircrafts, bombs for their battles in order to be heroic and their narrowness 
in seeing everything in military terms, the Nigerian military, since the coming of 
representative rule in 1999, hunger for dollars and nairas using conflict and provision of 
“security” inside Nigeria.They regale in building mansions, real estates, luxurious living and 
stashing funds in graves and tanks. The Nigeria military is so monetized in its appraisal of 
most things and they see things in monetary terms only. 

The precondition for the beginning of the Western security type in Nigeria is the optimum 
exploitation, development and utilization of local resources. This will enable the beginning of 
the lust for land, market and opportunity beyond Nigeria’s shores. In the absence of this and 
with elected officials delivering security or wellbeing and well-fare for most Nigerians, the 
MILE particularly the military and intelligence will have little work to do which will 
necessitate the reduction of their strength to that of peace time level.  


