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 A Little New Light on the Dark and Darkening Matter Called Security in Nigeria: a 
Perspective on the Founding of the United States of America’s Security and Lessons for 
Nigeria 
 
Countries possess two important institutions that form the basis of their ability to govern. 
They are the state and the government. The state is composed of three important 
constituents. They are the idea, the institutions and the physical base. The government in 
the context of the rule by the people is made up of three arms. They are executive, the 
legislature and the judiciary. The state is considered permanent institution.  

The government that is constituted under the platform of political party is temporary to 
the extent that the party or parties is periodically elected by the people for certain number 
of years and after the expiration of the tenure the party or parties seeks fresh mandate 
from the sovereign, the people, to form the government. To this extent, it is temporary 
or transient. Of the two, the state, if properly constituted, is the embodiment of the will 
of the nation. The government get its power and governs on the basis of the will of the 
nation or state. 

However, the manner for the constitution of most countries in the world did not make 
room for the emergence of state deriving from the free will of its constituents to exist as 
one common indivisible unit. In other words, most countries lack state with the three 
constituents mentioned in the preceding. This is especially the case with the first and most 
crucial constituent – the idea. Thus for most countries, there is institutions and physical 
base without a clear cut idea of the state. For some few, there is the idea, the institutions 
and the physical base. The presence of these three – the idea, the institutions and the 
physical base – is the recipe for socio-political cohesion and internal stability. The absence 
of the idea of the state in most countries is the reason for the instability in these 
countries. Nigeria is one such example. 

The state is considered abstract and yet fundamental in the organisation of society. As I 
noted, the state comprised the idea, the institutions and the physical base. Of these three 
constituents of the state, the idea is considered pivotal as it supplied not only the 
PURPOSE but also CONSENT of the people for its constitution. The purpose and consent 
guarantee cohesion and stability. The institutions comprised the entire machinery of 
government such as the executive, legislature, judiciary, administrative, norms, 
procedures, processes and laws. These derive their operating templates from the idea of the 
state. The physical base constitutes the people and territory and everything within the 
borders. The idea that translates into the institutions governs the physical base. 

Government is a group of persons with authority to govern an organised community 
often a state. The nation or the state is the ideal of organised community. The authority 
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for the government to govern comes from the people in the form of periodic election. 
Government as a means of determining policy and enforcing organisational policies is 
accomplished through the three recognised institutions of executive, legislature and 
judiciary. These three institutions are independent but interdependent in the way they 
work in order to produce result for the people. 

The state is a permanent institution with permanent agency and agents whose work life is 
particularly for the agents is subject to attaining certain age and/or number of years in 
service. The government is temporary to the extent that it comes and goes as the 
sovereign wish in their determination to uphold the idea of the state in the lives of the 
people. To uphold the idea of the state, the executive, legislative and judicial arms of the 
government demonstrate this in their independent and interdependent relation.  

The institutions of the state and government intersect in several ways. However, this did 
not prevent the assertion of their independence and interdependence. The executive, the 
legislature and the judiciary cut across each other in several ways. Members of the 
executive constitute the state and the government in that the agencies and agents of these 
institutions reinforce the efficacy of the state and the government. For instance, police is 
part of the state as well as agency and agents of the government or executive.  

In the absence of developed idea of state, the police see itself as part of the executive in 
the enforcement/implementation of the government decision even if it goes against the 
idea of state. Members of the executive in the government are elected and others are 
career civil servants. On the basis of the idea of the state, they work cooperatively to 
uphold and promote the welfare of the people. They also work to uphold the idea of the 
state against the infringement by agencies and/or agents of either the state or 
government.  

The presidency of Donald J. Trump represented the persistent resistance and assertion of 
the independence of not just the state but also aspect of the government to his perceived 
dictatorial streak that seeks to leverage on their resource to advance and protect his 
interest even if it goes against the idea of the state. They – the state and the government - 
could not have been able to accomplish this without the purpose embodied in the 
founding ideas and the charters of freedom and other such revered collective instrument 
of the state/nation. A couple of instances would suffice.   

In Nigeria where the idea of the state is lacking it would have been unheard of for the 
justice minister – an appointee of the president - to go against the wish or wishes of the 
president as did Mr. Jeff Session when he recuse self from everything that has to do with 
the Special Counsel Director Robert Mueller’s investigation of the Russian interference in 
the United States election; it would have been unheard for the relevant institutions of the 
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state to implement court decision against the executive decision of the president as did 
the court that stopped the executive order banning Moslems from certain countries 
entering the United States; or the decision of the court to restore the press credential of 
the CNN correspondent to the White House Mr. Jim Acosta whose credential was 
withdrawn on the directive of President Trump.  

The Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Mr. Christopher Wray who was 
appointed by President Trump to replace the sacked former director Mr. James Comey 
would not have been able to act in consonance with the fidelity, bravery and integrity 
motto of the Bureau in the manner he runs the Bureau independent of the wishes of Mr. 
Trump; the nominee for the Secretary of the Department of Justice Mr. William Barr 
would not have responded to questions in his confirmation hearings before the Senate in 
the manner that demonstrated his desire to uphold the  independence of the Department 
from the desire of the president.  

None of this would have been the case in Nigeria where because of the lack of organising 
idea, the state and government is indistinguishable and most if not all the institutions of 
the state and government act in the manner that mirror direct or indirect intervention of 
the president and government of the day.  

I was privy to the expression of disappointment with the conduct of the police by an 
aspirant under the ruling All Progressives Congress (APC) in the office of the Deputy 
Inspector General of Police in charge of operation. This occurred on the day the National 
Assembly was invaded and occupied by the operatives of the Department of State Services 
(DSS) on the orders of the disgraced former Director General Mr. Lawal Daura. The 
aspirant cannot understand why the ruling party that “owned” the police cannot move in 
and restrain the activity of the opposition threatening his election bid somewhere in Cross 
River state. This is how it works in Nigeria! 

Let us briefly examine the state in the United States of America to be able to understand 
what is missing in the Nigerian variety if the Nigerian variety fits the conception of state 
in the true sense of state’s philosophy. 

The IDEA of the state is considered the most abstract and yet the most significant 
component of the state comprising the ideas and ideals of the nation and its organising 
principles. For instance, the state of the United States of America was founded on the 
American Dream. James Truslow Adams defined the American Dream as “life should be 
better and richer and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for each according to ability or 
achievement”. This is regardless of any barrier including social class and circumstances of 
birth. The quest for a better life is the sole reason for the migration of the founding 
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fathers of the USA first from England, then from all over Europe and other migrants from 
all over the world.  

The American Dream is rooted in the five founding ideals of democracy, rights, liberty, 
opportunity and equality and in the charters of freedom that include the Declaration of 
Independence, the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. These ideals and ideas formed the 
foundation of the nation or state, the purpose and organising principles of the STATE and 
its resources that swore to uphold and protect them. 

The INSTITTUTIONS of the state comprised the “entire machinery of government 
including its executive, legislative, administrative and judicial bodies, and the laws, 
procedures and norms” by which they operate. The PHYSICAL BASE of the state 
comprises its population and territory and everything within its borders. 

The state in the United States of America is the most developed and advanced in the world 
in terms of its IDEA, INSTITUTIONS and PHYSICAL BASE. 

This much cannot be said of the Nigerian variety. What are the founding idea/ideals, 
philosophy and principles of Nigeria? Did Nigerian institutions spring from these 
founding ideas/ideals, philosophy and principles? Does the founding idea and institutions 
influence the physical base? The answer to these questions is mostly if not entirely in the 
negative. There is no founding idea or ideals as Nigeria was not created by the 
constituents. The institutions in Nigeria did not spring from any idea. Most of the 
institutions were replicated first from what exist from Britain, the founding country and 
second from elsewhere as its fits post colonial reality. There is no founding idea or 
institutions reflecting the collective will of the constituents to govern the physical base.  

For my entire history lesson, there was never any mention of founding idea by Nigeria’s 
diverse nationalities. Nigeria has no founding ideas or ideals and Nigeria has never 
attempted any conscious creation of one or even cash in on opportunity and/or 
misfortune in its evolution such as the civil war, June 12 election annulment and others 
to create one; the institutions have no relationship with any founding ideas or ideals and; 
the physical base is not governed on the basis of idea and institutions deriving from the 
idea of the state. This explained the characterisation of the sovereignty type in Nigeria as 
juridical rather than empirical deriving it legitimacy from the international system that 
recognises its existence. Therein demonstrates the lack of distinction between the state 
and the government in the management of affairs. 

The American Dream that binds Americans of diverse background into a nation/state is 
the missing link in the creation of a security type for Nigeria. This binding idea was 
anchored on the founding ideals and the charter of freedoms. The American Dream 
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touched on the fundamental source of security and insecurity for a people – how to put 
food on the table. The American Dream guarantees that LIFE SHOULD BE BETTER AND 
RICHER AND FULLER FOR EVERYONE, WITH OPPORTUNITY FOR EACH 
ACCORDING TO ABILITY OR ACHIEVEMENT. Not social class, circumstances of birth 
or any other barrier can deny Americans the chance to live this life.  

It was in the quest to continue to fulfil this life particularly as the opportunity for its 
attainment was thought to be dwindling that there was the push to open new FRONTIER. 
Eventually this frontier took different dimension that did not include the occupation of 
unoccupied or sparsely occupied lands. The entire world became the frontier for America. 
This need to fortify the state in its foray into the competitive international environment 
in search of the economic resources to enhance this life gave birth to what is today known 
as NATIONAL SECURITY in the United States of America. National Security evolves to 
protect the state and the government in its effort to ensure and guarantee the 
continuation of the American Dream for all Americans wherever in the world.  

The history of the construction of the United States of America’s security first recognised 
and began with every human beings purpose on earth as embodied in the American 
Dream – the life and livelihoods of every individual. This then move to the physical 
protection of the STATE whose task is go everywhere on the globe - the new frontier - to 
source and deliver to every American the American Dream.  

For instance, after President Lyndon Berne Johnson was criticised for increasing arms 
spending at the height of the Vietnam War because it would affect social spending in what 
became known as the “guns and butter”1

Nigeria is hardly aware of this evolutionary history of the construction of security in the 
United States of America as Nigeria concentrate on the latter aspect of the United States 
security – national security - as the be-all and end-all of its so-called security. Nigeria 

 debate, President Johnson responded that the 
country could afford both guns and butter. The implication is that America defined 
security as butter first and guns second. The latter or guns that is the face of America’s 
security or national security as it is known is the consistent tool used to access butter for 
Americans in every corner of the globe 

                                                           
1 A variation of the “guns and butter” underpinning of security came up in one of my “seminar on national security policy” PhD class 
in the security and strategic studies unit. In trying to understand the Nigerian situation where security is loose as there is legislation 
and/or policy stating its philosophy and where the societal reception of security owe largely to the role of the military in government, 
getting students to accept this shortcoming has always presented difficulty particularly with members of the military especially the 
genre driven by more brawn and less brain. I argued on the basis of Nigeria’s History, Experience and Reality (HER) that there was need 
to define security as bread first and bullet second because it was the lack of the former that created the condition for the use of bullet. 
One student obviously from one of the three armed services disagreed rather angrily and vehemently that bullet must come before 
bread. I decided to defer the conversation to the next class and gave the issue out as assignment for the next class discussion. For this 
student, the matter was that personal as this class became his last. He never showed up again. In a country that has never given the 
concept of security any thought let alone constructing a philosophy for security and where the military confuses its role as security, 
one cannot expect any less from some members of the armed services. 
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needs to achieve for Nigerians the NIGERIAN DREAM as the FOUNDATION of security 
first.  

The Nigerian equivalent of the American Dream anchored on its equivalent of founding 
ideals and charters of freedom agreed to by its constituents is lacking for now thus 
making the Nigerian state SOULLESS. This is the prime source of the convulsion of its 
nationalities. This is what I mean by constructing security based on History, Experience 
and Reality (HER). 


