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Preamble to “A Reflection on “Security” in Nigeria from the Perspective of Peter Ekeh’s 
Two Publics Theory”1 
 
The obsession2 with "security" by the operators of the civil rule experiment is now 
legendary. There are two sides to this obsession.  
 
The first side derived from the political economy of "security" for the operators or what 
I called the sense in pursuing the political and economic sides of "security". This is for 
historical and pragmatic reasons.  
 
The second side has two dimensions that are interrelated. The first is the lack of 
governance or the perennial ineffective and inefficient utilisation of human and 
material resources to create short, medium and long term opportunity for most 
Nigerians in every demographics category. This lack and/or defective governance 
typified the experience of representative rule since 1999.  
 
The second side and related to the first in terms of consequence is the politics that 
stemmed from this lack and/or defect of governance on the one hand and on the hand 
that is the raw materials for the process called democracy.  
 
The politics makes good sense to extent that it keeps the operators relevant to their 
constituents as well as creates the conditions that makes "security" one constant and 
priority governance issue.  
 
To cap this endeavour, there is a constitutional justification that makes the pursuit of 
"security" sacrosanct. This is Chapter II or the Fundamental Objective and Directive 
Principles of State Policy. I am referring to Section 14 subsection 2b. The provision says 
the "SECURITY …shall be the primary purpose of government". 
 

                                                           
1 On my way to the Historical Society of Nigeria (HSN) 65th Congress/Conference holding at the Nigeria Army Resource Centre (NARC), 
Abuja, 24th-25th March 2021, I wrote this text down to serve as preamble to my paper entitled “A Reflection on “Security” in Nigeria from 
the Perspective of Peter Ekeh’s Two Publics Theory”. The Congress/Conference with the theme “Nigeria at 60: Trials, Triumphs and 
Trajectories” was the first time the Society would go virtual as a result of the Covid 19 condition. Two days to the Congress, the Secretary to 
the LOC called me to say that the Society and the LOC had decided to have the only panel that will do physical presentation at the NARC 
Hall C venue of the Congress.  As the Society’s “expert” on security, I was asked to be part of the panel. The theme of the panel’s 
intervention was security. I hurriedly concluded my half-developed paper – the victim of the several postponement of the Congress 
occasioned by Covid 19 – using the power point approach. Unsure and unaware of the character of the panel when I scribbled down the 
Preamble en-route to the venue, the Preamble became the subject for my 7 minutes presentation in the panel that lasted over one hour. 
Other panelists included the DG of the NARC, Major General Wahab (Rtd), Major General Odey (Rtd), Major General Bassey, Major 
General IM Yusuf and Professor C.B.N Ogbogbo. 
2 I am hoping to develop this Preamble into a full paper with the title “The Obsession with “Security” by Civil Rule Operators Since 1999”. 
There are issues embedded in the terms such as “the political economy or the political and economic sides”, “historical and pragmatic 
reasons”, “the lack and/or defect of governance”, the two dimensions of “politics” and “the constitutional justification” that requires 
elucidation for comprehension. 
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Unless we understand this scenario, it is difficult to appreciate my reflection on 
"security" using Ekeh's Two Publics theoretical framework.  

Good morning. 


