The Purpose of Knowledge
What is the purpose of knowledge, if I may ask? What is the purpose of new
knowledge? What is the purpose of schooling?
The first purpose of the schooling is to add to the processes of the
humanisation of man/woman. The school is one of the institutions of
socialisation created by man/woman to begin the institution called humanity
for the specie called human being. It is to train man/woman in order to distant
their specie from their animal relations.
The second purpose of schooling is to develop skills in the different areas of the
human endeavour. This is in order to grow one’s expertise and to provide
services to their kind in the area concerned.
The third purpose of schooling is to acquire new knowledge of subject that one
has interest on; that one does not know and has no knowledge on; and/or has
knowledge that did not come from the four walls of the school.
For my take from the last class this week, I will address two issues. The first is on
the use of ideas and tools developed outside Nigeria to engage security and
security studies in Nigeria. The second is to relate my take on the first issue on
the request by the Security Studies Unit for the Class to submit thesis topics.
In our last class and in response to the question on the use of ideas, tools,
theories etc. developed from outside Nigeria to explaining Nigerians conditions
and in particular “security” and/or “national security”especially when there are
no indigenous ideas, tools, theories etc. on the issues, I not only insisted that
the ideas, tools, theories etc. must be modified since it was not developed with
the Nigerian conditions in mind and/or used with extreme caution in view of
the possible ideological manipulation that knowledge often contain.
I insisted that only Nigerians can identify their problems, develop tools, ideas
and

theories

for

investigating

and
1

interrogating

the

problems

and

profferingsolutions to these problems. It is not the responsibility of outsiders to
do this for Nigerians. It is therefore the task of Nigerians to seek for solutions
within for their problems and not be welded to solutions from outsideNigeria
even when these solutions successfully failed.
There are two essential tasks before students of Security and Strategic Studies.
The first task is to understand the state of security and security studies in
Nigeria. The second task is to use their research to develop Nigeria’s security
first and second in their engagement with developing Nigeria’s security, to
develop the tools with which to engage in the study of security.
Therefore their intervention should be two pronged: to develop security for
Nigeria and to develop the methodology for studying this security. This is
because both do not exist at the moment. Since there is nothing on security
and security studies in Nigeria, they have to first rely on the resource available
which ison European/American and to some extent Asian. However, they can
only do this if they study, think, observe and compare (STOC) using these
resources.
I will use one book as example. The book edited by P.D. Williams entitled

Security Studies: An Introduction contained four sections that asked and
answered the four fundamental questions. The focus of the book is the West,
United States and Europe first and only. Every other continent or country so
mentioned was in relation to what was defined as security for the West, United
States and Europe.
The 33 chapter content was divided into four parts to include theoretical
approaches, key concepts, institutions and contemporary challenges. All of the
issues discussed here including chapter 33 entitled “what future for security
studies”were about the West, America and Europe. The frameworks are
Western, American and European. This goes for every other material – journals,
books, edited books, monographs, news - on security emanating from these
peoples and cultures.
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It would be the height elegant naiveté for anyone to take the views and
discourses emanating from these cultures as universal and applicable to all
cultures. It is not universal and it is not applicable to all cultures. To do this is to
continue the domination of the mind which the so-called universal scholarship
set out to accomplish in the first place. Using STOC, intellectual outputs from
non-Nigerian sources provide student/researcher etc. with the framework to
think in the context of one’s own history, experience and reality (HER).
There is relationship between the two issues for this week’s Take. The first issue
seeks to draw attention to this fact. In the first place, for almost one session of
course work, students have been exposed to perspectives on security and I dare
say security studies – theories, concepts, institutions and challenges etc. most if
not all of which are not Nigerian-made and Nigeria-centred. Students have the
opportunity to put what they learned side by side with that which they thought
they knew on security prior to enrollment and that which prevailed in the
country as security and security studies.
The second issue seeks to call for the application of ideas, tools, theories and
knowledge developed in Nigeria by Nigerians to change attitude on security
and security studies on the one hand and on the other hand to begin the
application of these ideas, tools and/or theories to shape topics preparation and
submission to the Unit.
If I was to use the few members of this class that approached me for
intervention on their topics as representative sample, my conclusion would be
that not much had been learnt in the last one session of course work to
challenge the status quo of the prevailing knowledge on “security” and/or
“national security”.
If after two semesters of course work, nothing has change in the area of learning
and in the application of learning to the development of thesis topics in
preparation for field work, there is every need for everyone in this class to
review his/her philosophy for the programme.
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We should not keep doing the same thing and getting the same result over and
over without the need to ask the question why. Weshould not persist in
imitating ideas, theories and practices uncritically even when they are not
working for us without having any pang of conscience. Why should we believe
and continue to use ideas and postulations ideologically formulated to deceive
and perpetuate hegemonic priviledges of the purveyors of these ideas and
postulations?
The reason is simple: the few power welding minority benefit from all these.Are
we part of the power welding minority? Do the benefits go around equitably
thus eliciting our complicity in sophistry?I say this with a heavy heart because
our quest for knowledge is not motivated by the need to liberate self and by
extension our society. Our quest for knowledge is motivated by the benefit it
confers on us only even if it enslave us and the majority.
For most of us in this class, our best and glorious days are behind us. If we are
candidly honest with ourselves we will admit that “security” and/or “national
security”

is,

for

so

long,the

figment

of

our

occupational

and

socialisedimagination. “Security” and/or “national security” is perception at its
best and reality at its worst. This is because “security” and/or “national security”
has never ever existed in Nigeria.
In our sunset, we should own up to this and use whatever time we have left to
research and espouse the truth about “security” and/or “national security” in
the effort to liberate self and rescue Nigeria from the precipice.
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