The Twin Missions of Every MSc and PhD Student of Security Studies in His/Her
Dissertation or Thesis
“Security is the known unknown” is a presumption that aptly describes the state of
security in Nigeria. This presumption describes security and security studies in Nigeria. In
this essay, security and security studies are two different but related issues. While the first
is about security as it is practice in Nigeria, the second is about the study of security in
Nigeria. To this extent, the followings were issues I raised at different forum in the course
of my engagement with security and security studies.
The first is security and security studies are new in Nigeria. The second is that resource
persons and students of security and security studies come from different academic
background. The third is that resource persons and students are learning security and
security studies afresh. The fourth is that Nigeria has no scholars and scholarship on
security and security studies developed within a Nigerian curriculum. The fifth is that
security has no legal, policy and strategy frameworks in this order.
The seventh is that there is need to invest time and resources in learning security and
security studies from those who have the practice and knowledge in order to be able to
speak to security and security studies from the Nigerian point of view. The eighth is that
there is need to read/study, think and observe security and security studies in comparative
terms. The ninth is that to the extent that security and security studies is new in Nigeria
and to the extent that most if not all resource persons and students come to the field
from different academic background, they have new ideas to contribute to growing
security and security studies in all ramification.
I have argued in my write-ups on these and other related issues and I have admonished
students in particular that they only way to grow in the knowledge of security and to
develop security studies is to keep these issues in perspective. My website
http://adoyionoja.org is devoted to espousing these issues in the four links – Stripping,
Buzzing in town, Aoview and Adonostra.
There are two parts to the programme of study of all MSc and PhD students of security
studies. The first part is the course work where students are exposed to different courses
on security. The second part is the writing of dissertation and thesis. The latter is helped by
the students’ understanding and appreciation of the courses they were taught in the
course of the course work including the theories of security. Going by the last point I
made about diverse backgrounds enriching security and security studies, it is important to
note that this can only happen particularly with the writing of the dissertation and thesis
when the basics of course work serve its purpose. Thus for every student, two issues are
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expected to be addressed in the dissertation and thesis. They are security and security
studies.
The major task before resource persons but in this case students’ is to use the P.D.
Williams four fundamental questions as platform for addressing security and security
studies in Nigeria. They are: What is security? Whose security? What counts as security
issues? How can security be achieved?
The first part of the task for students of security studies is to use these questions to
establish the state of security in Nigeria. What is security in Nigeria? Whose security in
Nigeria? What are the issues of security in Nigeria? How can security be achieved?
The second part of the task for students of security studies is that in answering the first
part of the question, they are wittingly and unwittingly creating the tools for the study of
security in Nigeria.
Security:
The basic question that requires the attention of students in their dissertation and thesis is
to establish the state of security in Nigeria. What is security? Answering this question
would also address issues of what, whose, issues and the how to attain security. Should
these questions be addressed based on indigenous repository of knowledge and practice
on security? If it should, what are they? Do we have this knowledge? Or should this be
addressed based on exogenous knowledge and practice of security? If it should, what are
they and why should they serve as model for Nigeria?
What is the state of governance of security in Nigeria? Are there enabling platforms that
provide for the philosophy i.e. nature, meaning and purpose of security in Nigeria? Such
platforms begin with the constitution or act that provides the legal framework for
security. This legal framework provides the basis for policy and strategy frameworks. If
there are not, what do the government mean when they invoke and use security? Is
security a noun or a verb or both in the conduct of the affairs of government?
So, when a student mentions security, what is the student talking about? How do you
relate security with every aspect of human endeavour – economic, social, societal,
psychological, political, ecological, historical, entertainment, scientific etc? Is security
open to wide or limited application? On what ground do you justify the application of
security if there is no legal and policy frameworks?
The students’ dissertations and theses must be able to provide for the state of security as a
practice in the country. They should do so using the state of knowledge or lack of it; the
state of legal and policy framework or lack of it; and they should compare the state of
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security with those of established societies with active security practice and theorisation.
This will put the state of security in Nigeria on the political burner in terms of what is or is
not lacking in order to begin to address this.
Security Studies:
If we agreed that security has no legal, policy and strategy frameworks, it means we have
no idea of the security type in practice and we are also conceding that the enabling
environment necessary to interrogate and investigate security does not exist in Nigeria. If
we agreed there is no security scholarship in Nigeria, we are also conceding that there are
no tools to use for studying security in Nigeria.
To establish the enabling environment for security studies, it is important to create the
legal and policy environment first. These frameworks provide the sense of security within
which scholars and scholarship can evolve. In the absence of legal and policy frameworks,
security can be studied using non Nigerian – European and United States - tools
developed over the course of several decades of the practice of security and security
studies in order to lay the foundation of security studies in Nigeria.
The use of non Nigerian tools to study security should be what is obtainable in Nigeria
for now. These tools are mostly developed in Europe and the United States. Indeed since
what is security or the practice of security in Nigeria derived from European and United
States model even when I argued it did not fit into Nigeria’s History, Experience and
Reality (HER), Nigerians can proceed with using their tools with modification within HER
to begin to establish security studies in the country.
To the students of security studies, it is important to engage with these tools – theories,
methods, methodology, issues, concepts etc – within the context of extant handicaps.
These handicaps include the lack of legal and policy frameworks establishing the
philosophy of security in Nigeria and the paucity of material on the subject. It is therefore
part of the schedule of the students to engage with these tools in a manner that will
accommodate the local reality. Within this consideration, there will be plenty
improvisation since in the context of HER these tools may not fit into the local reality.
When this occur the improvisation that would follow in order to mitigate the problem
becomes part of the contribution to building the local knowledge base and tools of
security studies.
Let me provide some examples. There are security studies theories such as realism,
liberalism, game theory, classical security complex theory, regional security complex
theory, constructivism, peace studies, critical theory etc. For instance, how fitting is the
use of realist theory to explain security in Nigeria? This is because realism explains
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interstate relation and the nature of Nigeria’s external relation did not engender this type
of environment. How can a student modify realist theory to fit the intrastate nature of
the Nigerian political landscape within the context of security? The use of liberalism as
security theory also present lots of challenges in explaining security in Nigeria. Nigeria’s
commitment to building institutions – democratic institutions – is evolving and in the
context of this theory, Nigeria’s external relation is minimal to generate the type of
security dynamics that fits the theory’s contention. There is therefore a relationship
between understanding the state of security in Nigeria and applying these or any other
theory to study and explain security. These theories were developed for a particular
environment security type that is peculiar to the environment’s histories, experiences and
realities. As they are, they cannot fit into Nigeria’s history, experience and reality without
modification.
Concepts were developed in the context of this security type. They include war, security
dynamics, security interdependence, level of analysis, conception of state, security actor,
security community, securitisation, security constellation, security regime, uncertainty,
security complex, national security, vulnerability and threat, pattern of amity and enmity,
conflict formation, security dilemma, defence dilemma etc. As students familiar with the
literature on security studies – literature developed in the context of this particular type of
security – one should be cautious in the adoption and application of these concepts. They
are not concepts developed for the Nigerian security type – if there is a type in Nigeria.
Issues that constitute security and studied were also arrived at within particular conception
of security. The issues are of two types. The first category is those issues that can be
considered as permanent fixture in the security of the countries concerned. One of these
is the survival of the state. The second category is those issues that are transient in that
they emerge at particular time and fizzle out. One of these is population movements. The
philosophy of security of particular countries is behind what constitute permanent and
transient security issues prescribed in policies, and studied and written about by academics.
This is the case with Europe and the United States where most of the ideas are borrowed.
Methodological issues may arise in the process of using methods developed to study
security problem within the known security knowledge of Europe and the United States.
It is important that the student takes note of every problem and solution encountered in
the application of methods in the study of security in Nigeria. This will form the core of
methodology for the study.
It is a sine qua non that student should be able to explain what IS security or what is
PERCIEVED as security in Nigeria. In other word, the student should have full grasp of
security or what is thought of as security in order to be in the position to address what he
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or she thought should or should not be security in Nigeria. This grasp will enable the
student to speak to what is or is not lacking in the security type in Nigeria. In establishing
what is security, whose security, what counts as security issues and how security can be
achieved, it is necessary for student to engage in comparative assessment of Europe and
the United States in order to understand the situation in Nigeria. This research will awaken
consciousness within the community and spur action at the level of legislation, policy and
strategy in order to begin to address the security problematique of Nigeria.
In the absence of the tools to study security, it is necessary for the student to look for the
tools and/or to create the tools. While security studies may be new in Nigeria, it is not
new in Europe and the United States. To this extent, the tools developed to study security
in these countries can serve as foundation tools in the making of security studies in
Nigeria. The tools should be used with cautious as they represented particular worldview
of security and security studies conceived as I would argue within their Histories,
Experiences and Realities. They were not meant for the Nigerian History, Experience and
Reality.
Creating Nigerian tools meant working with these existing tools within Nigeria’s HER.
From the beginning of the first question what is security, a comparative approach of what
is security in Europe and the United States will enable a student to arrive at what security
should be in Nigeria. Whose security should also be examined from a comparative
perspective in order to establish if the referent of Europe and the United States fit their
worldview only or fit the Nigerian worldview or there should be something else. What
counts as security issues should not only also be examined comparatively to establish its
utility for the Nigerian environment. It should serve as the basis for creating the
permanent and transient issues of security in Nigeria. How can security be achieved
require comparative examination to establish the strategies to Nigeria’s security problem.
This is the task confronting the dissertation and thesis of every MSc and PhD student of
security studies.

5

